
Call for Papers 
Special issue of International Studies in Catholic Education 

Catholic and Faith-Based Schools in Africa 
 
Background 
 
Globally, the Catholic Church estimates that 35.0 million children were enrolled in Catholic primary 
schools in 2018, with an additional 19.3 million children enrolled in Catholic secondary schools, and 7.3 
million children enrolled at the preschool level1. The region with the fastest growing number of children 
and youth enrolled in Catholic schools and universities is Africa. Today, at the primary level, the region 
accounts for 55 percent of all students enrolled in Catholic primary schools globally. At the secondary 
level, the proportion is smaller at 28 percent. For higher education, the proportion is again much smaller 
at only 6 percent. These basic statistics illustrate one of the main challenges faced by Catholic, other 
faith-based, and indeed public schools in the region: welcoming an ever growing number of students 
due to population growth, and providing those students with an affordable education of sufficient 
quality so that more can pursue their education beyond the primary and indeed secondary levels. 
 
Special Issue 
 
International Studies in Catholic Education is considering a special issue on Catholic and faith-based 
schools in Africa to be published in October 2021. The journal typically publishes 8 articles per issue. The 
special issue will be guest edited by TJ D’Agostino and Quentin Wodon. The editors welcome a wide 
range of contributions on any aspect of Catholic and faith-based education in Africa. Papers looking at 
the performance of schools are welcome, as well as those looking at the regulatory framework within 
which they operate. Analyses of some of the challenges faced by Catholic and other faith-based schools 
are welcome, for example to reach the poor or welcome students with disabilities. Conceptual as well as 
empirical papers can be submitted, whether they rely on quantitative or qualitative data. Authors 
considering submitting an article are encouraged to contact Quentin Wodon at 
GlobalCatholicEducation@gmail.com to share their idea and receive initial feedback on whether it may 
be a good fit for the special issue. While individual articles may focus on particular countries, we hope 
that the collection of essays will help show the diversity of experiences in Catholic and faith-based 
schools in Africa. Most articles are expected to focus on pre-primary, primary, and secondary education, 
but articles on universities are also welcome. 
 
Deadline for submission: January 31, 2021. 
Please send articles to Quentin Wodon at GlobalCatholicEducation@gmail.com. 
 
About the journal 
 
As the first ever international and interdisciplinary journal devoted to the systematic study of Catholic 
education, in all its forms, across the world, International Studies in Catholic Education welcomes 
articles from theologians, philosophers, historians, social and natural scientists, educational scholars and 
other researchers as well as school leaders, administrators, teachers, and members of Religious 
Congregations with missions in education. The journal is also interested to receive articles from those 
involved with other forms of faith schooling (Anglican, Jewish or Muslim) and from those who are critical 
of existing forms of faith schooling. 
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